
Geology Group Newsletter – January 2022 
 
My thanks this month is to Dr Nigel Woodcock from Cambridge University whose talk was called 
“Sedgwick’s ‘Great Dislocation’ revisited: the Dent Fault”. Once again, we risked having a hybrid, zoom/face 
to face meeting with Nigel presenting from the Cube in person! I’m delighted to say that despite one or 2 
minor glitches it worked pretty well and I believe that everyone, whether in hall or on zoom, not only heard 
but thoroughly enjoyed his talk! We had a total of about 60 – 70 attendees with roughly equal numbers 
present or online. Nigel’s talk was superb, especially with him having to cope with a few unexpected 
constraints and was a delightful mix of history about Sedgwick and geological cutting edge research about 
the Dent fault – do look it up if this is news to you! This was Nigel’s 3rd visit to our group and we were, as 
always, very grateful for him making time to travel over from Cambridge. 
 
Next in our programme, we will be welcoming Professor Gillian Foulger from Durham University whose 
subject will be “Iceland - Alternative to Mantle Plume Model”. This should be a fascinating talk resurrecting 
for us again the controversy over the Plates v Plumes theories. 
 
Malvern Hills Geology (MHG) Project 
Alan Hughes has recently written an article for the Woolhope Field Club giving an update on the project. 
For those of you who are not members of that Club, you can access the article via this link. 
 
Covid Guidance 
As you will know, the Trustees have requested that all group leaders review their Covid guidance for face to 
face meetings in conjunction with their group’s members. I emailed you all to remind you of the 
precautions we were adopting as a group as laid down in our Covid Risk Assessment (also sent to you). I 
have not received any adverse comments and thus propose to inform the Trustees that we have and are 
adopting an agreed approach.  
 
For members without email, I will assume that a copy of this newsletter posted to you as usual, along with 
a copy of the Risk Assessment, will be sufficient to keep you informed. Please give me a ring if you wish to 
discuss further. 
 
Room Charges 
Just to remind you that with effect from 1st January, in the Malvern u3a, the room charge for any meetings 
carried out in a commercial venue will attract a room charge of £2 (up from £1.50). Consequently, the 
charge for attending a group lecture at the Cube will be £4 (or £2 if just on Zoom). 
 
Miscellaneous  
West Midlands Regional Group of the Geological Society – check here to find out the latest list of free 
online activities.  
 
What’s New on the Website this Month 

• Latest versions of the Newsletter & Geology Matters 

• Updated Calendar 

• Latest recordings from the Historical Geology lecture series 

• Recording of Dr Nigel Woodcock’s talk 
 
Calendar 

July onwards Fortnightly Lecture series: Historical Geology (2nd & 4th Wednesdays) 

January 21 Lecture: Iceland - Alternative to Mantle Plume Model 

February 18 Lecture: Permafrost 2 

March 18 Lecture: Eruptions and Hazards of Ocean Island Volcanoes 

April 22 Lecture: The Start of Plate Tectonics (Note change of week) 

 

https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/data-files/sub-groups/EM18%20compressed%20300dpi.pdf
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/wmrg
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/main-newsletter/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/geology-matters/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/calendar/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/historical%20geology/
https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/talks/


Steering Committee 

Peter Bridges 01684 540791 ptrbridgs@gmail.com 

Robert Eveleigh 01531 632947 eveleigh.r@gmail.com  

Mary Geffen 01684 561890 mary@geffen.plus.com  

Jackie Gribble 01684 565696 gardeners1@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Roger Hunt 01684 565926 rmrhunt@sky.com  

Maggie Smith 01684 567278 maggietoshsmith@gmail.com 

 
Other Contacts 

Christopher Wright Fossils Subgroup 07732 571 973   cnw48@outlook.com 

Brian Dawkins Landscapes Subgroup 01684 573562 db.dawkins@hotmail.co.uk 

Alan Hughes Malvern Hills Geology 01886 880130 alanhughes505@btinternet.com  

Dick Harris Plate Tectonics Subgroup 01886 880699 richardlangleyharris@gmail.com 

Geoff Carver Geology Matters Editor 01684 560749 gm@malvernu3a.org.uk  

Alison Simms Library 01684 565844 geologylibrary@malvernu3a.org.uk 

Phyl King Photographic Resources  photoresources17@gmail.com  

 
Group Website:                https://malvernu3a.org.uk/geology3/ 
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